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The days of the Britannica…



To Google…



To AI…



We are now living through the shift from the era of search to 
the era of AI



Two Existential Problems for Educators

1.Atomization

2. Authority



The Problem of Atomization

Atomization - to reduce to the smallest, 
indivisible part

Notre Dame



The Problem of Atomization

Atomization - to reduce to the smallest, 
indivisible part

EducationWeek

Generative AI, by its nature, draws us 
away from others and gives us a 

personally optimized summary of 
information



The Problem of Authority

Authority - students used to rely on a 
small number of trusted gatekeepers of 
knowledge (librarians, books, teachers, 
etc.)

Notre Dame



Problem of Authority

Now we have access, but also no 
authority. Only relevance.

Authority - students used to rely on a 
small number of trusted gatekeepers of 
knowledge (librarians, books, teachers, 
etc.)

New York Times

Center for Humane Technology



The Case for Forming People Rather than Users

Wall Street Journal





… the development of the faculty of attention forms the real object and 
almost the sole interest of studies… Every effort adds a little gold to a 
treasure no power on earth can take away. We do not obtain the most 
precious gifts by going in search of them but by waiting for them. Man 
cannot discover them by his own powers, and if he sets out to seek for 
them he will find in their place counterfeits of which he will be unable 
to discern the falsity. –Simone Weil (1942)



AI is designed to be user-friendly

Wall Street Journal



We are witnessing a generation’s transition 
to an AI world

After Babel

The Atlantic

New York Times

Wall Street Journal



The Dignity of Learning

1. Learning is our capacity to contemplate the 
truth and is essential to the good life.

2. Some forms of learning are humanizing and 
others are dehumanizing.

3. Learning has objective and subjective value 
– and subjective takes priority in a conflict.



Educators can offer

● SPACE

What can we do?



From the Feb 2026 Claude Constitution



We need to create unplugged encounters for students

Notre Dame



Universities can offer

● SPACE
● VISION

What can we do?



Students need to think critically about the ethical 
decisions inherent in AI development and use



ND DELTA Grant Landscape Analysis (2024-2025)

Stakeholder Groups
Faith Leaders
Academics
Technologists
Journalists & Policymakers

Landscape Analysis
150 Benchmarking Calls

4 Focus Groups (Bay Area, Boston, 
Washington D.C., & Notre Dame)



Students need to see what flourishing looks like

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krychZtKn1M


Universities can offer

● SPACE
● VISION
● HOPE

What can we do?



Their voices, questions, and character count

Notre Dame



Educators can offer space, vision, 
and hope for the next generation if 
we are intentional right now in this 

time of transition.



Questions?



Where Can I Learn More?

Keynote Video from ND’s Summit on 
AI, Faith and Flourishing

Comment Magazine Article: What is 
the University For?
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