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The Dignity of Learning

1.Learning is our capacity to contemplate the 
truth and is essential to the good life.

2.Some forms of learning are humanizing and 
others are dehumanizing.

3.Learning has objective and subjective value –
and subjective takes priority in a conflict.



Session Goals

(1) Discuss two complimentary ethical strategies a school 
community can develop around AI and Ethics. 
(a) The ethical vision behind campus AI deployment.
(b) The theoretical grounding for teaching about AI ethics.

(2) Identify practical steps and choice points for each type of 
strategy.



Issue 1: What is our School Point of View on AI and 
Human Formation?

Developing a Point of View Statement:

● What do our students, families, faculty and staff believe is most 
essential to learning and human formation on our specific 
campus?





Issue 1: What is our School Point of View on AI and 
Human Formation?

Developing a Point of View Statement:
● What do our students, families, faculty and staff believe is most 

essential to learning and human formation on our specific campus?
● Shiz: Graduates should be skillful at the practice of magic, 

knowledgeable about the history and culture of Oz, and prepared to 
for civil service work in Oz. 

● Notre Dame: Graduates should have a broad liberal arts education, 
have experienced faith and ethical formation in the Catholic 
tradition, and be prepared for a diverse set of careers. 

● Your School…



Issue 1: What is our School Point of View on AI and 
Human Formation?

Developing a Point of View Statement:

● What do our students, families, faculty and staff believe is 
most essential to learning and human formation on our 
specific campus?

● Which of these elements could be enhanced by strategic use 
of AI?

● Which of these elements could be diminished by widespread 
use of AI?



Issue 2: How do we develop a robust curriculum for 
teaching AI Ethics?

● Better if your curriculum and professional development 
investments connect to your campus point of view!
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teaching AI Ethics?

● Better if your curriculum and professional development 
investments connect to your campus point of view!

● Choice Point: Rules and Safety-Based Approaches to AI Ethics 
vs Virtue-Based Approaches to AI Ethics
○ Rules/Safety: What rules and policies should we adopt to ensure 

that AI applications are safe, transparent, unbiased… etc.?
○ Virtues: What ways do AI use and habits promote/diminish the 

ability to live a good life or promote/diminish the common good?







What Next? Opportunities for AI and Ethics

(1) Developing faculty retreats and professional development that 
prompt discernment around a POV statement

(2) Embedding an AI Ethics unit in a course (courses)
(3) Convenings for students and broader school community on 

timely ethical debates about AI applications
(4) Launching co-curricular programs where students learn about 

ai use cases alongside dialogue about the ethical and social 
implications



Discussion



Where Can I Learn More?

Keynote Video from ND’s Summit on 
AI, Faith and Flourishing

Comment Magazine Article: What is 
the University For?
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